26?                                         ASIA

central mill for refining while elsewhere the crushing was
done by means of long wooden rollers moved by cattle and
the refining m some districts was carried on in iron kettles
in the open air There are no\\ about filfry modern mills
and the progress of the industr} is reflected m the growth of

FIG PI   A mer -valley near Manila on the island of Luzon
the export trade    The present production is over one million
tons of sugar and about 50 000 gallons of molasses a year
To the north of Luzon is a valley region where the silt
deposits have built up a soil bed in a climate that is most
suitable for the production of tobacco which has become a
main crop m many of the smaller islands also The quality
of the leaf has became famous all over the world and is
particularly used in the manufacture of cigars Most tropical
products are grown somewhere in the islands but sugar